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S C H E DU L E  of  E V E N T S

PROCESSIONAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Fanfare and Processional” by James Barnes
 Wesleyan Wind Ensemble
 Directed by Thomas Willmann, Ph.D.

NATIONAL ANTHEM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gabrielle Little 
Senior, Business Major and Music Minor

INVOCATION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Locke 
Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

PERFORMANCE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “O Aula Nobilis” by David Brunner
Wesleyan Chamber Singers
Directed by Will Chandler, DMA

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Honorable Glenn Lewis ’81 
................................................................................................... Chairman, Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

................................................................................................... Hector Quintanilla, Ph.D. 

................................................................................................... Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

GREETINGS FROM THE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Surita ’01 
TEXAS WESLEYAN COMMUNITY President, Texas Wesleyan Alumni Association

Brooklynn Rowe 
................................................................................................... President, Texas Wesleyan Student Government Association 

Senior, Exercise Science Major

Angela Rainey ’97 
................................................................................................... Staff Council Representative

Terri Kane MHS ’99, DNAP ’15 
................................................................................................... Texas Wesleyan Faculty Chair

Vickie Stevens ’80 
................................................................................................... Vice-Chairwoman, Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

PERFORMANCE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “The Last Words of David” by Randall Thompson
Wesleyan Chamber Singers
Directed by Will Chandler, DMA

GREETINGS FROM GREATER FORT WORTH  . . . . . . . . . John H. Robinson 

AND THE STATE OF TEXAS. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Executive Vice President, Amon G. Carter Foundation

Mayor Mattie Parker JD ’12 
................................................................................................... Mayor, City of Fort Worth

Commissioner Roy C. Brooks HON ’15 
................................................................................................... Tarrant County Commissioner, Precinct 1

Senator Kelly Hancock 
Texas State Senator, District 9

Representative Ramon Romero 
................................................................................................... Texas House of Representatives Member, District 90

Congresswoman Kay Granger ’65, HON ’92 
................................................................................................... U.S. Congresswoman, Texas District 12 

Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

Congressman Marc Veasey ’95 
................................................................................................... U.S. Congressman, Texas District 33 

Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees
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INTRODUCTION OF THE 21ST PRESIDENT  . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Killingsworth, Ed.D. 
OF TEXAS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY  .............................. President, Jacksonville State University

THE INVESTITURE OF PRESIDENT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The University Bible 
EMILY W. MESSER, Ed.D.  .................................................. Gladys Childs, Ph.D. 

University Chaplain

The Texas Wesleyan University Charter 
................................................................................................... Vickie Stevens ’80 

 Vice-Chairwoman , Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

The University Mace 
................................................................................................... Terri Kane MHS ’99, DNAP ’15 

Texas Wesleyan Faculty Chair

THE CONFIRMATION OF OFFICE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Chain of Office 
The Honorable Glenn Lewis ’81 
Chairman, Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

THE PRESIDENT’S RESPONSE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President Emily W. Messer, Ed.D. 
21st President of Texas Wesleyan University

ALMA MATER - WORDS BY J.C . DENNEY  . . . . . . . . . . . . Wesleyan Chamber Singers

BENEDICTION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gladys Childs, Ph.D. 
University Chaplain

RECESSIONAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ”Joyant Winds” by Ed Huckeby  
Wesleyan Wind Ensemble 
Directed by Thomas Willmann, Ph.D.

Hail to thee dear Texas Wesleyan, from the heart I give my praise. 
In the paths of high endeavor, fame and fortune crown your days. 
Streaming forth a line of splendor, sons and daughters all declare, 
Living testimony render, to the worthy name you bear.

The flags you see around the room represent the countries of Texas Wesleyan students.



T H E  I N V E S T I T U R E  O F  P R E S I D E N T  E M I LY  W.  M E S S E R ,  E d . D .

DE L E G AT E S

PL AT F OR M  PA R T Y

Jerry Bawcom, Ph.D. 
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor

Jessica Belschner 
Schreiner University

Rachael Capua, Ed.D. 
Tarleton State University Fort Worth 

Michael Cinatl 
Tarrant County College Southeast Campus 

Debbie Cottrell, Ph.D. 
Texas Lutheran University

Ravi Dubey 
Loyola University New Orleans

Greg Feris, Ed.D. 
Wayland Baptist University

Don Killingsworth, Ed.D 
Jacksonville State University

Jim Lewis 
Texas A&M University Commerce

Teresea Madden 
University of Texas at Arlington

Jake Schrum, M.Div. 
Yale University

Frederick G. Slabach, JD 
The University of Mississippi

Sylvia Trent-Adams, Ph.D. 
University of North Texas Health Science 
Center at Fort Worth

Shannon Ydoyaga, Ph.D. 
Weatherford College

Commissioner Roy C. Brooks HON ’15 
Tarrant County Commissioner, Precinct 1 
Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

Gladys Childs, Ph.D. 
University Chaplain

Congresswoman Kay Granger ’65, HON ’92 
U.S. Congresswoman, Texas District 12 
Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

Terri Kane MHS ’99, DNAP ’15 
Texas Wesleyan Faculty Chair, Program 
Director and Professor, Nurse Anesthesia

Don Killingsworth, Ed.D. 
President, Jacksonville State University

The Honorable Glenn Lewis ’81 
Chairman, Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees 

Tom Locke 
Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

Emily W. Messer, Ed.D. 
21st President of Texas Wesleyan University

Mayor Mattie Parker JD ’12 
Mayor, City of Fort Worth

Hector Quintanilla, Ph.D. 
Provost and Senior Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

Angela Rainey ’97 
Staff Council Representative

John H. Robinson 
Executive Vice President, 
Amon G. Carter Foundation

Representative Ramon Romero 
Texas House of Representatives Member, 
District 90

Brooklynn Rowe 
President, Texas Wesleyan Student  
Government Association 
Senior, Exercise Science Major

Vickie Stevens ’80 
Vice-Chairwoman, 
Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees

Karen Surita ’01 
President, Texas Wesleyan Alumni Association

Congressman Marc Veasey ’95 
U.S. Congressman, Texas District 33 
Texas Wesleyan Board of Trustees
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MACE 
A university mace is a ceremonial staff used in academic events like 
graduations. It symbolizes the authority and tradition of the institution. 
Typically ornate and decorated, it’s carried by a university official during 
processions, adding grandeur to the occasion. Originating from medieval 
times, it signifies the importance of scholarship and learning within the 
university community.

CHAIN OF OFFICE 
The Chain of Office worn by Texas Wesleyan University presidents holds 
significant ceremonial and symbolic value within the institution. It serves 
as a tangible representation of the president’s authority and leadership. 
Adorned with elements such as the University seal, the medallion 
embodies the rich history, values and traditions of Texas Wesleyan.

The medallion serves as a powerful emblem of continuity, passed down 
from one president to the next, symbolizing the enduring legacy and 
commitment to excellence at Texas Wesleyan. As a tangible link to 
the past, present and future of the University, the Chain of Office not 
only honors the office of the president but also represents the collective 
aspirations and achievements of the entire Texas Wesleyan community.

PROCESSIONAL CROSS
The processional cross at Texas Wesleyan University holds a significant 
place in academic ceremonies, symbolizing tradition, faith and continuity. 
Crafted with meticulous attention to detail, it serves as a visual anchor 
during important university events such as convocations, commencements 
and presidential investitures. As it guides ceremonial processions, the cross 
not only provides direction but also fosters a sense of unity and community 
among attendees, regardless of their diverse backgrounds or beliefs.

Beyond its ceremonial function, the processional cross is meant to stir 
moments of contemplation and reflection, encouraging individuals to 
consider the deeper significance of their academic pursuits and personal 
journeys within the broader context of the university’s mission. In this 
way, the cross symbolizes the integration of knowledge, personal growth 
and the pursuit of excellence that defines the Texas Wesleyan experience. 
It serves to remind the university community of its commitment to 
intellectual curiosity, personal development and the pursuit of high ideals.

S Y M BOL S  OF  OF F ICE
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BOA R D  of  T RU S T E E S

Larry Anfin
Richard Barajas ’96
Commissioner Roy Brooks, HON ’15
Tim Bruster
Karen Burchfield ’84
Doug Compton, Sr.
Susan Coultas ’83
Karen Cramer
Kerry Getter ’77
Congresswoman Kay Granger ’65, HON ’92
Tompie Hall ’74

Gary Cumbie
Kenneth Jones, Jr.

John Maddux ’59 Anne Street ’78

John Maddux ’59 Norma Roby Lamar Smith ’50, HON ’65

Chairman’s Council

Trustee Emeriti 

The Honorable Glenn Lewis ’81 
Chairman

Marsha Hilcher ’69
Aslam Khan
Tom Locke
Nisha Lunia ’93
Susan Lyons ’84
Mark Ma ’04
Louella Baker Martin, HON ’03
Rick McWhorter ’84
Barry Moore ’82
Rosa Navejar
Councilmember Christopher Nettles

Terry O’Halloran ’78
David Parker
Kimberly Persley ’89
Lowisa Rainwater ’04, MS ’07
Richard Roby III
Nick Sholars ’74
Claudia Stepp ’72
James Thompson
Ginny Tigue
Congressman Marc Veasey ’95
Max Wayman ’74

PR E SI DE N T ’ S  C A BI N E T
Brian Builta 
Interim Vice President for Advancement

Megan Cooley, JD 
General Counsel

Ricky Dotson 
Athletic Director

Dennis Hall, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Student Affairs and 
Dean of Students

Alan Liebrecht 
Vice President for Enrollment, Marketing 
and Communications

Donna Nance 
Vice President for Finance and 
Administration

Hector Quintanilla, Ph.D. 
Provost and Senior Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

Vickie Stevens ’80 
Vice-Chairwoman

Greg Phillips ’70 
Secretary

Timothy Carter 
Immediate Past Chair
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S T U DE N T  G OV E R N M E N T 
A S S O C I AT ION  OF F ICE R S

Don Boulware ’64
Patricia Castillo ’97 MBA ’08
Branigan Contreras ’15
Teri Flores ’97
Jennifer Harrison ’20
Jen Hilton ’02

Mark Husband ’95
Terri Kane MHS ’99, DNAP ’15
Kathryn Keaton ’04
Margi Kluck ’79
Rene’ Lawson ’81
Veronica Martinez ’81

Nikkina Robinson ’10
Christine Rollins ’8
Xavier Sanders ’09
Lorena Vargas ’07
Jorge Vivar ’76
Dan Whitsell ’73

A LU M N I  BOA R D  OF  DI R E C T OR S

Brooklynn Rowe 
President 
Senior, Exercise Science Major

Megan Kim  
Vice President 
Senior, Exercise Science Major

 Nicole Perez 
Chief Justice  
Senior, Criminal Justice Major

Keaira Cook 
Administrator 
Freshman, Biology Major

Karen Surita ’01  
President

Vernon Wright ’93 
Vice President

Eric Montoya ’07, M.Ed. ’15 
Immediate Past President

Julie McCurley ’06 
Treasurer

Jill Kersch ’92 
Secretary
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PR E SI DE N T  E M I LY  W. M E S SE R , E d . D.

Dr. Emily W. Messer, Texas Wesleyan University’s 21st President and its first woman leader, is a distinguished educator, 
visionary and advocate for academic excellence. With over two decades of experience in higher education, her leadership 
combines comprehensive expertise in university advancement, enrollment management and student life, marking a pivotal 
chapter for the University.

Before her role at Texas Wesleyan, Dr. Messer served as Vice President for Advancement and Enrollment Management at 
Jacksonville State University in Alabama. Her tenure there witnessed remarkable successes, including record enrollments and 
philanthropic achievements. Dr. Messer’s leadership propelled the university’s fundraising efforts, notably contributing to the 
establishment of the Randy Owen Center for the Performing Arts campaign. Before her time at JSU, she held significant 
leadership positions at Shorter University in Rome, Georgia, where she was Vice President of Enrollment Management and 
Assistant Dean of Students.

Dr. Messer’s presidency infuses Texas Wesleyan with renewed energy and innovation. Her strategic focus on student success, 
university philanthropy and the development of new academic programmatic offerings is set to meet the  dynamic needs 
of today’s rapidly changing economic landscapes. Drawing from her extensive background in student services, enrollment 
management and university advancement, she is well-equipped to lead the university into the future. 

Moreover, since moving to Fort Worth, Dr. Messer has actively engaged in community initiatives, serving as a board member 
of the Mary I. Gourley Scholarship Foundation and participating in organizations such as the Fort Worth Chamber of 
Commerce, the North Texas Commission Higher Education Council and the Fort Worth John Roach Executive Roundtable. 
Through these endeavors, she collaborates with local business leaders to provide pathways for students to enter the workforce 
successfully, thereby fostering economic growth within the region. Dr. Messer has also embraced Fort Worth’s vibrant 
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culture by representing Texas Wesleyan University at the iconic Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo, further solidifying the 
university’s presence within the local community and fostering connections with residents and stakeholders alike.

Driven by her commitment to higher education, Dr. Messer shapes an environment where students thrive academically 
and personally. Her emphasis on student success reflects her unwavering belief in individual potential, fostering a future 
where every achievement resonates across generations, strengthening families and communities. She is committed to shaping 
students into engaged, well-rounded individuals.

Dr. Messer’s tenure is marked by her profound commitment to inclusivity and her deep-rooted belief that education is a 
catalyst for change. Through her visionary leadership, she empowers students from diverse backgrounds to realize their full 
potential, just as she did herself. Her focus on student success and experience is a testament to her belief in the enduring 
impact of education, both for individuals and the communities they serve.

With Dr. Emily W. Messer leading the way, Texas Wesleyan University enters a new era marked by boundless possibilities 
and transformative experiences. Her first-hand understanding of the transformative power of education, combined with 
her strategic vision for student success and experience, positions the University to continue its legacy of excellence while 
propelling students toward a future of limitless potential. Under her guidance, Texas Wesleyan is poised to foster growth, 
ignite forward momentum and redefine the boundaries of what students can achieve.

Dr. Messer obtained a Doctor of Education in higher education administration from the University of Alabama and a Master 
of Public Administration and Bachelor of Arts in English from Jacksonville State University. Dr. Messer finds joy in spending 
time with her family and friends, traveling, reading and outdoor activities. She shares these experiences with her husband, 
Chris, and their two daughters, Madelyn, 13 and Camille, 9.
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Ricky Dotson 
Athletic Director
Dr. Messer, 

On behalf of the Athletic Department, I want to express a warm welcome to 
you and your family. Your energy and enthusiasm are contagious and we are 
extremely excited for the future of Texas Wesleyan University. Your support 
of our teams is greatly appreciated and we look forward to working with you 
as you lead our university to new heights and greater successes. We tip our 
caps to you as we celebrate this wonderful occasion.

Gidalti Chi Fernández 
Rambassador and New Student Mentor 
Senior, Marketing and Religion Major
It is my absolute pleasure to wholeheartedly congratulate Dr. Messer on her 
inauguration as the first female president of Texas Wesleyan University. 

I still remember your speech about peanuts and how small things can so 
easily be taken for granted. Your words had an impact on me because it 
made me feel that every action, moment, or detail, no matter how minor 
we believe it is, matters if we have the passion to take it further. We give 
what we have, and I see that in you too. You have demonstrated humility, 
enthusiasm, and dedication to driving students to success throughout your 
time at Texas Wesleyan University. I admire your kind and loving attitude 
towards the students. I respect the way you listen and value our opinions. 
Thank you for creating this environment where we feel connected with our 
leader, for making the environment where we can communicate with you, 
and for showing that you want to be there for us and among us. I recognize 
you; I see what you do, and I value it. 

It is important to commemorate this event as it represents more than just a 
leadership position in an educational program; it is leadership to shape the 
future. Today’s leaders have the power to inspire and create the geniuses of 
tomorrow. May God bless you in every decision you make. I look forward 
to seeing the transformation of this university into something extraordinary 
under your leadership.  

C OM M E N DAT ION S
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Dennis Hall, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students
On behalf of the Division of Student Affairs, I am privileged and humbled to 
offer congratulations to President Emily Messer on her presidential investiture.

As we continue to provide transformational experiences to our students, we 
are excited for the future of TXWES with President Emily Messer’s vision 
and leadership at our helm. We must evolve to meet the needs of a changing 
student body and President Messer is poised to do just that. Her leadership 
will guide us to deepen the mission of our wonderful university.

We are excited for the next chapter as we join you in celebration of this milestone.

Terri Kane MHS ’99, DNAP ’15 
Faculty Chair, Program Director and Professor, Nurse Anesthesia

On behalf of the faculty, I would like to congratulate you on becoming the 
21 st President of Texas Wesleyan University.

Having had the privilege of working with you for the past nine months, it is 
easy to see the qualities that you bring. Your desire for academic excellence and 
your passion for the students have already set a barometer by which to measure 
decisions. Your emphasis on family, togetherness, and communication set an 
example for students, staff and faculty alike.

The faculty and I are excited to move forward guided by your leadership. We 
join with you in celebrating your investiture. Congratulations! God bless you 
and God bless Texas Wesleyan University.
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C OM M E N DAT ION S
(continued)

Hector A. Quintanilla, Ph.D., CPA 
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

On behalf of the Academy, it is my honor to congratulate and welcome 
President Emily Messer, Ed.D., and her family to Texas Wesleyan University. 
For over 130 years the faculty of Texas Wesleyan has helped students achieve 
their personal, educational and career goals through compassionate education. 
Since joining Texas Wesleyan University, President Messer has demonstrated 
a passion for the university’s mission and the students that we serve.

As the President, Dr. Messer will guide the university through a competitive 
and rapidly changing environment. Under her leadership, we trust President 
Messer to continue and support several important values of the Academy: to 
always do good, to serve the underserved, and to inspire others to become 
lifetime learners.

Ricardo Rodriguez, Ph.D.  
Dean, School of Arts and Sciences

On behalf of the School of Arts and Sciences, we wish you a hearty welcome 
to Texas Wesleyan University. The future is bright for the university and your 
presence will make it even brighter.
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Brookylnn Rowe 
President, Student Government Association 
Senior, Exercise Science Major

Student Government Association President 2023-2024, Guardian of the 
Golden Shears

On behalf of the student body, I would like to congratulate President Emily 
Messer, Ed.D. We look forward to seeing Dr. Messer unite our University with 
her wonderful ideals of populating the campus, bringing students together and 
beautifying the grounds. We know her leadership will bring the TXWES and 
Fort Worth community together in unison, strengthening our bond.  

I am personally excited to congratulate you, Dr. Messer, on your investiture as 
our President. Thus far, you have demonstrated your capabilities as a governing 
leader and continue to put students’ success first while creating new, meaningful 
traditions for our campus. You are an inspiration to the student body, and we 
look forward to seeing your governance for years to come.

Sameer Vaidya, Ph.D. 
Dean, School of Business Administration

Congratulations, President Messer, on your appointment as the 21st President 
of Texas Wesleyan University. I want to extend a warm and heartfelt welcome 
on behalf of the School of Business Administration faculty, staff, and students. 
Your exceptional leadership qualities and profound dedication to education 
are truly inspiring, and we are thrilled to welcome you to our academic 
family. We are confident that you will guide Texas Wesleyan University to 
new heights of academic excellence and innovation. Your commitment to 
fostering an environment of inclusivity, collaboration, and a strong focus on 
student support resonates deeply with our values and aspirations. 

As we embark on this exciting new chapter, we look forward to supporting 
you to realize your vision and mission for the university. We are confident 
that our university will continue to thrive under your guidance and achieve 
remarkable success. We wish you all the best in your new role and look 
forward to a future rich with achievement and progress.
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(continued)
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(continued)
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April 5, 2024 

 
 
 
Dr. Emily W. Messer 
Texas Wesleyan University 
1201 Wesleyan Street 
Fort Worth, TX 76105 
 
 
Dear Dr. Messer, 
 
 
I want to extend sincerest congratulations on your appointment as the 21st president of Texas Wesleyan University. 
Your extensive experience in education will serve the university and its students well. The Board of Trustees’ 
unanimous vote is a testament to their trust and faith in your abilities to lead the University into the future.  
 
Thank you for your continued dedication to higher education. 
 
Again, congratulations and I look forward to working with you in your new role as President. 
 
 

Thank you,  
 
 
 
 

Chris Turner 
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Texas Wesleyan University, guided by its deep Methodist 
heritage, provides transformational learning experiences 
and research opportunities to a diverse group of students to 
develop their full potential as individuals and as members of 

the world community.

The university’s faculty and staff engage in scholarship and research that inform teaching 

and advance knowledge and understanding, as well as innovative teaching skills and delivery 

modalities to afford each student individual attention to develop critical thinking, analytical 

reasoning and creative problem-solving skills through a small community approach that 

allows tailored student experiences in and outside the classroom.

With a belief that a liberal arts and sciences education develops the mental agility and social 

awareness to elevate socioeconomic mobility, the university’s faculty and staff are dedicated 

to facilitating success among students from all backgrounds in all levels of undergraduate, 

graduate, and professional programs in persisting to college degrees that enhance their own 

lives, the lives of their families, and the strength of their communities.

M I S S ION
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Texas Wesleyan aspires to be a values - and student - centered 
university where motivated students prepare for graduate 

school and leadership in professional careers.

This vision is premised upon the understanding that professional employers seek individuals 

who have attained the essential skills of critical thinking, analytical reasoning and creative 

problem solving. Texas Wesleyan believes that the best way for undergraduate students to 

learn these skills is in a liberal arts setting through intentionally small classes led by gifted 

faculty who are committed to student success. This vision also recognizes that most students 

will need graduate professional degrees to further their careers and that these same skills 

are required for admission to and successful completion of graduate professional programs.  

Realizing that most students will enter the workforce before returning to graduate school, 

Texas Wesleyan University will maintain graduate professional programs of high quality in 

formats that are accessible to working adults. These programs will focus on deepening and 

broadening critical thinking, analytical reasoning and creative problem-solving skills in the 

context of professional content.

V I S ION
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T E X A S  W E SL E YA N  U N I V E R S I T Y
A Historic Treasure of Fort Worth

In an effort to build a higher education institute in Fort Worth in 1890, the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, received land donated to build the school by area pioneers, A.S. Hall, W.D. Hall, and George Tandy. 
Texas Wesleyan first opened its doors as “Polytechnic College” - meaning many arts and sciences - in the East 
Fort Worth community. The first classes were held in 1891 with 111 students. 

In 1902, President H.A. Boaz brought a period of growth to the college, also forming the first football team. 
Wanting to further develop Polytechnic College, he sought to bring a Methodist university to the area. 

However, church leaders decided to build a new university, Southern Methodist University (SMU), in Dallas, 
and changed Polytechnic College to a women’s college. In 1914, Polytechnic College was renamed Texas 
Women’s College and became a major force in North Texas. In 1918, Tandy deeded a 16-acre plot of land to 
grow the college, which allowed Dan Waggoner Hall to be built as a dormitory.

After facing an economic downturn during the Great Depression, the college merged with Texas Wesleyan 
Academy in Austin, renaming the school “Texas Wesleyan College,” allowing men to be readmitted in 1934. 

Rams football returned to the college with the readmission of men, along with establishing a men’s basketball 
team, and a few years later, men’s golf. Both the football and basketball teams played until 1941 when the United 
States entered World War II, leaving the college with not enough men to play. Basketball returned to the college 
after a two-year hiatus, but football was not started again until 76-years later. 

The college began to grow in the mid-to-late 1900’s adding baseball, men’s soccer, women’s basketball, softball 
and volleyball to its athletic programs. This created a need for an athletic building, leading to the construction 
of the Sid Richardson Center in 1968. 

After contemplating moving to west Fort Worth, the school reaffirmed its commitment to the East Fort Worth 
community by establishing the Eunice and James L. West Library in 1988. Graduate programs in education 
began in the 1970’s and nurse anesthesia in the 1980’s. Recognizing the growth in the programs, trustees 
changed the name of the institution to Texas Wesleyan University in 1989.

A VIEW OF CAMPUS IN 1908.A VIEW OF CAMPUS IN 1908.
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As the University began to grow, more buildings and programs began to form on campus, including the Brown 
Lupton Center, West Village student apartments, Thad Sollemin Theatre, Ed and Rae Schollmaier Science and 
Technology Center, and the Jack and Jo Willa Morton Fitness Center.

In 1997, Texas Wesleyan established a Downtown Fort Worth campus with the moving of the law school, 
which was established in 1992. In the late 90’s and early 2000’s, women’s soccer came to the university, followed 
by a table tennis team that quickly grew into one of the most dominant programs in college athletics. In 2010, 
a track and field team was also formed. 

In 2013, the law school was sold to Texas A&M, allowing Texas Wesleyan to focus on revitalizing Rosedale 
Street with the Rosedale Renaissance Project.

The university invested $50 million into new buildings and renovations on campus to help further expand on a 
project the city of Fort Worth and other local government entities had begun to further develop Rosedale St. 
Texas Wesleyan established a “front door” to campus off Rosedale, building the Canafax Clock Tower, restoring 
business fronts opposite the clock tower, and establishing a business center. 

The Martin Center opened in 2019, giving students a central place to hang out, eat, and study. The building also 
hosts student life and admissions offices, as well as the University bookstore, creating a student-hub at the heart 
of campus. The Rosedale, a new luxury on-campus student housing facility opened in 2022.

As the campus began to grow, so did the athletics, reestablishing the football team, and adding women’s golf, 
men’s and women’s wrestling, and women’s beach volleyball. The expanding athletic programs drove a need to 
build an on-campus athletic stadium, which was named after the lead donor Karen Cramer. In 2023, the Board 
of Trustees unanimously voted to elect Dr. Emily W. Messer as the 21st President of Texas Wesleyan University. 
President Messer makes history as the first woman to serve in this role.

While Texas Wesleyan continues to grow, it remains committed to serve the Polytechnic community, offering 
programs to help students in the area a pathway to higher education. The University also works closely with the 
surrounding neighborhood and city of Fort Worth to help spur economic growth in the area. While remaining 
affiliated with the Methodist church, the University welcomes people from all backgrounds and faiths.

SCIENCE LAB, 1946SCIENCE LAB, 1946 ROSEDALE STREET, 2015ROSEDALE STREET, 2015PEACE DAY IN FRONT OF THE PEACE DAY IN FRONT OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1920ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1920
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1891-1894
Reverend J.W. Adkisson

Pro-Tem, 1899-1900*
R.B. MaSwain

1902-1911
Hiram A. Boaz

1912-1913 
Richard A. Hearonww

1918*
J.D. Young

1931-1935
Tom W. Brabham

1968-1978
William M. Pearce, HON ’78

1984-1991
Jerry G. Bawcom

1991-2000
Jake B. Schrum

2010-2011*
Lamar E. Smith ’50, HON ’65

2023-Present
Emily W. Messer, Ed.D.

1894-1899
Reverend W.F. Lloyd

1900-1902
G.J. Nunn

1912
Frank P. Culver

1913-1918
Hiram A. Boaz

1919-1931
Henry E. Stout, HON ’51

1935-1968
Law Sone, HON ’79

1978-1984
Jon H. Fleming

1991*
W.L. Hailey ’57, M.Ed. ’62

2000-2010
Harold G. Jeffcoat

2011-2023
Frederick G. Slabach

* Interim President
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T H A N K  YOU

Ashley Babb ’23 
Assistant to the Provost

Jim Bell 
Executive  Chef, Aramark

Joe Brown, MFA 
Chair, Theatre Wesleyan and Professor of Theatre 
Arts and Communication

Brian Builta 
Interim Vice President for Advancement

Cynthia Cedillo 
Administrative Assistant to the Provost

Gladys Childs, Ph.D. 
University Chaplain and Associate Professor 
of Religion

Jeri Chipman ’97 
Director, Alumni Relations

Carson Dinger 
Assistant Dean of Students

Martha Earngey ’77  
Senior Director of Development

Patti Gearhart Turner, JD ’94 
Chief of Staff and General Counsel, 2011-2021

Elizabeth Howard, MLS 
Director, Eunice and James L. West Library

Jennye James ’10 
Scene Shop Foreman and Production Manager, 
Theatre Wesleyan

Terri Kane MHS ’99, DNAP ’15 
Texas Wesleyan Faculty Chair, Program Director 
and Professor, Nurse Anesthesia

Alan Liebrecht 
Vice President for Enrollment, Marketing 
and Communications

David Monge 
Director, Rams Rising Student Support Program

The Honorable Beverly Powell ’92, MBA ’99 
Special Assistant to the President

Hector Quintanilla, Ph.D. 
Provost and Senior Vice President for 
Academic Affairs 

Angela Rainey ’97 
Executive Administrator to the Vice President for 
Enrollment, Marketing and Communications

Colin Schwartz ’23 
Technical Director, Theatre Wesleyan

Candice Soto 
Project Manager

Gary Stout, Ed.D. 
Associate Vice President for Student Affairs

Amber Sulich 
Library Services and Assessment Manager

Paula Tran 
Senior Brand Manager and Graphic Designer

Gary Wilkerson 
Director of Catering, Aramark

 

Carly Crisp 
Executive Administrator to the President 
Chair

I would like to share my sincere appreciation to everyone who has joined us this week, either in person or via 
livestream to celebrate this significant moment in the history of our beloved Texas Wesleyan University. To all 
who have had a part in making Inauguration Week a success, I thank you. You have faithfully served Texas 
Wesleyan with your time, skills and dedication, and your extraordinary work is commendable. This was truly a 
team effort, and it is an honor to celebrate together with you.

Kindly,

Dr. Emily W. Messer
21st President of Texas Wesleyan University
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